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• Respectfully addresses 
jury.  

• Grabs the jury’s attention 
with a WOW. 

 
• States more than one 

positive about the client  
• Makes a statement that 

clearly appeals to the 
jury’s emotions. 

 
 
• All (3 or more) pieces of 

evidence fit together to 
persuade the jury of 
client’s innocence. 

• Displays the evidence. 
 
 
 
 
 

• Clearly and emotionally 
makes a final plea for a 
“not guilty” verdict.    

 
• Dramatically delivers 

argument with expression, 
excitement, and 
enthusiasm.   

• The entire argument is 
grammatically correct. 

 
 

PROFICIENT 

 
 
 

• Addresses the jury.  
• Grabs the jury’s 

attention.                                                                                                        
 
 
 
 
 
 

• States one positive about 
the client.   

• Makes a statement that 
somewhat appeals to the 
jury’s emotions. 

 
 
• Has three pieces of 

evidence. At least two 
pieces prove the client’s 
innocence.   

• Discusses the evidence. 
 
 
 
 
 

• Makes a final plea for a 
“not guilty” verdict.    

 
 
• Delivers argument with 

sufficient expression, 
excitement and 
enthusiasm.  

•  Most of the argument is 
grammatically correct. 

 
 

NEEDS WORK/DO OVER 
   
 
 

• Does not address jury.  
• Has no attention grabber. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
\ 
 

• States no positives about 
the client.   

• Does not attempt to 
appeal to the jury’s 
emotions. 

 
 
• Has less than three 

pieces of evidence, or the 
pieces do not prove 
innocence.  

• Does not discuss the 
evidence.      

                                
• Does not make a final plea 

for a “not guilty” verdict.  
  

 
• Delivers argument 

without much expression, 
excitement or 
enthusiasm.  

•  Several grammatical 
errors in the argument. 
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